This burying of the past by the present seems at first thought impossible. In the mound of Lachish, however, Flinders Petrie discovered that the depth of the debris increased five feet in each century. The natural accumulation might easily be from one-sixteenth to one-quarter of an inch a year; this in eighteen hundred years would be from nine and one-half to thirty-seven and one-half feet. All this natural deposit is often accelerated by earthquakes, by the deposit of streams, and especially by corrosion from the hillsides if the buried object is situated in low ground.
into the streets to be devoured by hungry dogs or to rot. The waste and garbage, not a basketful of which has been carried out of the city in many centuries, has buried to the depth of from thirty to one hundred feet streets which echoed to the footfall of apostles and prophets, and the tramp of Roman legions.
The ordinary tourist, with limited historical and topographical information, is likely to miss much of what is of the greatest value and interest in the environs of the Holy City. It is only by patiently penetrating beneath the modern crust of rubbish which shrouds the sacred places from view that the traveler will at length realize to himself a picture of the Jerusalem of antiquity. Many "witnesses of the dust" have never as yet contributed their testimony, for excavation has proceeded slowly and is still very incomplete. Voices, however, have been heard which confirm and illustrate past records and speak of the things which are of real interest in the glorious past.
More rapid progress would have been made in bringing to light the buried mysteries of bygone centuries, were it not for the obstacles placed in the way of willing investigators by the Turkish government.
Firmans have generally been difficult to obtain, and when issued the prejudice of the local population has often barred the way. It is always necessary to use the greatest tact and frequently to resort to stratagem. Moslem graves, such as those contiguous to the east wall of the Haram area, present an insuperable obstacle.
Another thing which has made the truth difficult to ascertain is that the environs of the Holy City, and of Palestine as well, are wrapped in a webb of worthless traditions as well as buried beneath the debris of ages. Instead of acting as an aid to the discovery of the truth, tradition has often been misleading, or has presented a tissue of monkish fables so interwoven as to defy disentanglement.
This characteristic of Palestinian tradition is due to the fact that for three centuries succeeding the time of Christ no value was placed upon the holy sites. It was not thought desirable by the early Christians to know Christ after the flesh (2 Cor. 5: I6 ). Their gaze was fixed upon the New Jerusalem.
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So oblivious were they to associations of apostles and prophets that Christianity's most sacred shrine, the sepulcher of Christ, had at last to be sought by the aid of divine inspiration, and its so-called discovery was pronounced a miracle. When meritorious pilgrimages began to be made to sacred places, the demand became so urgent that the monks were compelled to (Fig. 4) , down which the brook Kidron courses; beyond, on the left of the picture, the valley of Hinnom (Fig. 5) , is seen indistinctly, running diagonally toward the northwest. The hills to the south of Hinnom, and the path along its southern bank, are more distinctly seen than the valley itself. The Pool of Siloam (Fig. 3) is situated amid the olive trees at the junction of the two valleys. This tongue of land is cut lengthwise by the valley of the Tyropcean which divides the west and east hills about midway between Figs. 2 and 6; this valley, however, is now so filled in as to be scarcely recognizable as such. The plateau on the west of the Tyropcean (Fig. 2) Though Zion has been understood as applying to the west hill, that shown in the background, topographers are gravitating to the belief that the name "Zion" should rather be understood as applying to the east hill; that Moriah and Zion referred to one and the same hill.2 Certain it is that the word "Zion" is used to include the east or temple hill. This accounts for the fre- In the side excavations which were made while the south wall was being followed by Dr. Bliss, ruins of houses, pools, drains, and stairways cut into the rock were unearthed.
The picture "Plowed as a Field" was taken on the southern slope. In the background the Mount of Olives is seen (Fig. I) . Nearer, and in the center of the picture, the mosque El Aksa with its majestic dome surmounts the southern wall of the temple precincts. A considerable portion of the southern wall of the city is visible, showing the angle (Fig. 2) formed as it approaches from the west the temple area, the south wall of which is seen upon a higher level (Fig. 3) . That the site of the ancient city is correctly located is put beyond all doubt by the accompanying illustration, "A Witness from the Dust." This picture was taken underground on this southern slope, as was also the underground conduit. Entering openings made by the Palestine 
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Exploration Fund, the writer took these and other pictures, one being a corner wall showing a niche made by the hub of a chariot wheel when passing around the corner. Along the street here shown David rode and Solomon drove his chariot. Here, too, the Savior walked. At the base of the stone pillar shown in the picture is a socket (X) in which a gate turned. These witnesses from the dust attest the fulfilment of the prediction written twenty-five centuries ago, "Zion shall be plowed as a field and Jerusalem shall become heaps" (Jer. 26:I8), for this area is now a vegetable garden. They echo, too, the truth of the Savior's words when, standing on Olivet and looking down upon the city of ten thousand sacred memories, he said: "The days shall come upon thee, when thine enemies shall cast up a bank about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall dash thee to the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another."
The second wall was built by Hezekiah to inclose the suburbs which had sprung up outside the north wall, and to make the defense more effective by means of a double wall. From Josephus we learn that it ran from the gate of Gennath near the Jaffa gate on the west side to the tower of Antonio on the east side of the city. Upon its course between these points depends the genuineness of the claims of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. The Scriptures expressly state that Golgotha was outside the city wall, and if it were found that the site of the church is within this wall, all its claims to genuineness would beat an end. The ancient stone work at the Damascus gate is accepted as a part of the second wall. As we pass outward through that gate, we can see a little above the ground, and beneath the present gate, the top of the arch of the ancient gate. Magnificent mural remains have also been found under the New Hotel and also under Frere's College. These two fragments are identical in style with the ancient stone work at the Damascus gate and are in line with it. By many these fragments are accepted as sufficient to establish the course of the second wall, which would coincide closely with the present north wall of the city. The
